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Dear Parents and Carers                            11.12.2020 

ACADEMY NEWSLETTER 
 

As we approach the final week in school before the Christmas break, we know that - for those who are celebrating - many 
families, pupils and staff are thinking forward to enjoying some well-earned time with their loved ones over the festive period. 
We will continue to do all we can in school to keep all individuals as safe as we possibly can and we ask that you continue to 
keep up your vigilance following Government guidance at this time. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to the procedures 
in place at this time, it is most appreciated! 
 
Christmas Reminders 
Can we take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of the following arrangements this Christmas time: 

• Teachers are unable to accept any gifts / cards from the children this year - every year we are astounded with the 
sheer generosity the children and their families show to the staff here at Towngate, however we request that in order 
to minimise items coming into the academy, no gifts are exchanged this year. Thank you for your understanding. 

• Christmas cards between pupils cannot be distributed this year - again, whilst we know that this is ordinarily an integral 
part of Christmas tradition and spreads festive spirit around the academy, we appreciate your understanding and 
cooperation at this time. 

• We will be sharing the children's outdoor singing videos on SeeSaw next week for parents/carers to enjoy! 

SeeSaw 
All homework for each class is set on SeeSaw; our homework is based upon securing key 
skills required for each year group - this includes weekly spellings, reading and 
mathematics homework. Please can parents/carers remind children that their homework 
is located on SeeSaw and encourage this to be done each week. Thank you. 
 
Local News 
Last week we sent our birthday cards from each bubble in school to Complete Care for 
one of their residents, Jean's 100th Birthday. We received the most wonderful video 
message from Jean herself, personally thanking the children in school for their kindness 
and thoughtful birthday wishes – which was absolutely wonderful to receive. We will be 
sharing this video with the children in each class.  
Thank you to Complete Care for their lovely words on social media.  
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Foundation Stage – F1 Nursery 
In Nursery this week, we have been excited to learn our Christmas song and the accompanying actions to use alongside it. We 
spend time creating our wonderful Christmas baubles and even took a trip onto the playground to place our individual baubles 
on the tree. It really has been a wonderful week – full of festive fun and we are excited for another fun-filled week next 
week! 
 
Miss Riley and Mrs Gordon 
 
F2 Reception 
This week F2 have been reading the story, The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson - our author of the term. We have 
been thinking about the places the whale and snail visited in the story and comparing them to Ossett. We have also been thinking 
about sharing in our maths work and learning our Christmas song. F2 have enjoyed exploring shadows and using the torches 
this week and we have also been making something special. 
 
Mrs Kimbley, Mrs Allen and Mrs Middleton   
 
Year 1 
The children and parents in Year 1 this week have been amazing at adapting to working at home. At the beginning of the week, 
we were learning to add the suffixes -e and -es to words to make them plural. In phonics, the children have been learning the 
special friends air, igh and ir and have worked really hard at reading and writing words and sentences including these digraphs. 
In maths we have been finding missing numbers in addition and subtraction number sentences, the children have worked really 
hard and I have been so impressed by the work I am receiving on SeeSaw. I would like to say a big thank you to the children and 
the parents for all your hard work and support during this time. Keep up the amazing work Year 1! 
 

Miss Haigh and Mrs Watters 
 
Year 2 

This week in Year 2 we have been revising what we know about The Battle of Hastings and William the Conqueror. We know the 
battle took place in 1066 and William won and became known as William the Conqueror. As the Normans conquered more of 
England, they built more castles - we have really enjoyed learning about how the Normans were the first to build castles in 
Britain. We know about all the parts of a castle and the best way to attack a castle. Next week will be our last week finding out 

about this topic and so we will be having a quiz to see what we have remembered! In maths we have been revising how to tell the 
time and we have even moved onto to quarter past and quarter to! Next week we will be learning how to tell the time in 5 minute 

intervals. We have also really enjoyed decorating our Christmas baubles and hanging them on the tree. Miss Eke - Year 2 would 
like to say thank you for letting us have this opportunity to do such a lovely activity and thank you for getting the HUGE tree 

for us. We think it looks amazing!  
 

Miss Lockett and Mrs Thackrah   
 
Year 3 

We have had an amazing week in year 3. In English, we completed our instructions of ‘How to catch a woolly mammoth’ and in 

maths we have been adding and subtracting 100’s.  In art, we have created Stonehenge paintings using a wash background and added 
texture to our paint using glitter - watch out for our beautiful calendars! We have also decorated our own baubles for the Christmas 
tree in the playground and recorded our Christmas singing video. 

 
What a fabulous week - well done a Year 3! 
 
Mrs Schofield and Miss Kilbride 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
                          

 
 
 
Year 3 / 4 
It has been a fabulous week in year 3 and 4. We planned amazing stories and we are going to create a class story to have in 
our reading corner! In maths, year three looked at multiplication with sharing and year four looked at converting metres to 
kilometres. Inn science, we did three fantastic experiments and we learned all about evaporation and condensation. We finished 
off our week with a Christmas jumper day and did some amazing Christmas crafts. As always, the children really impressed 
Mrs Bailey an I - well done, year three and four! 
 
Miss Marston, Mrs Bailey & Miss Hanley 
 
Year 4 
This week year 4 have been exploring outdoors whilst making some Stone Age influenced art. We have looked in detail at 
different cave paintings, the equipment used to make them and the stories that they tell. The children then tried to scavenge 

outside for different natural materials that they could use to make their own artwork.  
Some children found berries, sticks, leaves and other different natural materials. Following this the children did observational 
drawings based on real cave art, then in conclusion we evaluated our own works and commented on the difficulties of using 

non-standard art materials.  
 
Mr Hellam and Mrs Broadbent 

Year 5 
This week in Year 5, we have been beginning to apply our knowledge of area and perimeter to create our own blueprints and 
designs. We have calculated the area of the compound shapes we used in our designs and have calculated costings for 
materials - working to a specific budget. In art, we have made calendars using masking tape and watercolours to create a 
pastel mosaic design. In English, we have identified the features of a newspaper report and used these features to draft write 
our own article based on the John Lewis Christmas advert for 2020. We have written about a heroic snowman who saves a 
stranded couple after they suffer a damaged wheel on their snowmobile. We have written from different perspectives to 
influence our reader and filled our articles with opinions to create bias! 
 
Mr Adlington and Miss Pamment 
 
Year 5/6 
This week, the children have enjoyed learning our Christmas song 'Rockin' around the Christmas tree' which we sang together 
outside this morning. We have been busy learning about different musical notes and how to record these on a staff. In PE, we 
have learnt about the different positions in Netball and have embedded these into our game playing skills. The children have 
enjoyed reading poetry about refugees in English and will use these ideas to write their own poem next week. Well done everybody! 
 
Miss Atkinson & Mrs Drury 
 
Year 6 
In Year 6 this week we have been learning about the impact of World War 2 on different groups of people. We learnt why 
the Jewish people were targeted, what the holocaust was and what concentration camps were like. We looked at the story of Anne 
Frank and found out why she is so famous. Additionally, we spent time looking at quotes from her diary and were shocked to 
find out how positive she was in such a hard situation. We had a fantastic computing lesson where we were able to use software  
to create optical illusions. We are really enjoying our current science topic- we are finding out how we can separate water and 

salt to get fresh water if we were trapped on a desert island.  
 
Mrs Wolstenholme and Mrs Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
                          

 
 
 
Stars of the Week 
 

Class Name Name 

F2 – Reception Finley T  Finley B 

Year 1 Nathan Isaac 

Year 2 Emma  Max  

Year 3 Niamh W Joshua  

Year 3/4 Layson Isabelle W 

Year 4 Abigail  William E 

Year 5 Ben F Amelia H 

Year 5/6 Harris Ashleigh 

Year 6 Libby Aston 

 
 
Key Dates 

Please see the upcoming dates for your diary:   
 

Date Class Event 

11/12/2020 All classes 

PTA Christmas Jumper Day 
Children are invited to wear a Christmas Jumper, Christmas colours or their own clothes for a 

donation to our PTA.  

15/12/2020 

Children 
who missed 
their Flu 
Vaccine 

Flu Immunisation: Nurses will be returning to see the children who were absent on 3rd December for 
flu immunisation. 

18/12/2020 All classes 

Break up today. 
Children will be enjoying Christmas Parties held in their classrooms, with the afternoon dedicated 
to watching a virtual Pantomime to get us all into the festive spirit! 

We wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas from all at Towngate Primary Academy. 

04/01/2021 All classes Children return to school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
                          

 
 

 
Will your child be 4 by 31 August 2021? 

 

 
 
 



 

 
                          

 
 
 

Picture News 
Please find attached this week’s Picture News poster. Picture News is a resource used in school to promote discussion around 
current issues in the world. We would encourage you to talk about this at home with the children. There are no right or wrong 
answers, it is a forum for discussion. 

 
 


