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Aims and objectives of the policy and teaching programme
· To provide children with an experience of History which is both valid and stimulating.

· To enable children to gain a knowledge and understanding of the past, with relation to themselves, their families, their communities and the wider world.

· To encourage a lively and questioning approach to History which takes into account the learning styles and needs of the learners.

· To enable children to select, organise and communicate what they have learned about the past.

· To ensure that children are taught History in a way that embraces the whole school approach to inclusion and mind friendly learning.
· To meet Towngate Academy’s Curriculum intentions, implementation and impact (refer to Our Curriculum – intentions, implementation and impact document).  

Intention- 

At Towngate Primary Academy, our History curriculum is designed to ignite children’s curiosity about the past. We are determined that alongside historical knowledge there will be a high focus on the development of specific historical skills through discrete History lessons to ensure children know more and remember more. 

The teaching of history in our academy is intended to equip pupils to ask questions about the past, analyse evidence, think critically, appreciate different perspectives and develop informed judgements through our knowledge, analyse and create planning sequence. 

History is delivered as a discrete subject and wherever possible cross curricular links are exploited, particularly links with British values, our values based learning and SMSC. However, teachers make it explicit to the children that they are learning history skills and encourage them to think like ‘historians.’ 

Our History curriculum covers the skills outlined in the National Curriculum through broad, challenging and inspiring themes. Progression is planned in knowledge, skills and vocabulary so that pupils by the end of year 6 have the cultural capital to be successful in History in their secondary school. The progression grid carefully builds on prior learning so that children can make sense of the subject. Progression allows for sensible cross curricular links to be made.  
History is taught within a discrete theme. Medium term plans ensure coverage of both the required knowledge and the subject specific skills. Individual sessions are planned to inspire, engage and challenge pupils in response to their needs. Children are given a wide variety of experiences both in the classroom and out. We encourage school visits and visitors into school to enable the children to gain first hand experiences to support their learning. 

Pupils are encouraged to think like historians and develop their skills including historical enquiry. There is a strong emphasis on developing children’s other skills such as understanding of chronology, interpretations of evidence, changes within a time and across time periods and cause and consequence.

Implementation  - 

Lessons:

Classes have a Rapid Recall quiz weekly to recap previous learning and vocabulary. During lessons children are exposed to history specific vocabulary and taught these through repetition and meaningful use. Flash cards are used to recap and reinforce previously taught vocabulary. Opportunities are planned to study key historical people and their significance. 

Environment:

Learning walls specific to history themes are used in lessons to highlight key knowledge and vocabulary. Timeline lines are used within the classroom to refer back to previous learning and develop chronological understanding and order of events. Both fiction and non-fiction texts are used to develop children’s historical understanding and links to our book-led curriculum. Book are displayed under displays for children and access and a range of non-fiction texts are available in reading areas. 

Enhancements:

Our curriculum is enhanced through Wakefield museum workshops and studying historical artefacts. Visits and visitors are planned to enhance children’s understanding and knowledge of the theme. Local walks are planned where to appropriate in order to link their historical learning to changes within their own local area. 

Assessment:

History is assessed through teacher judgement and monitored by the subject leader. Progression grids and pupil voice supports teachers in making accurate judgements of what the children know. 

Impact 

History is monitored by subject leaders throughout all year groups using a variety of strategies such as book scrutinises, lesson observations, staff discussions and pupil interviews.  Feedback is given to teachers and leaders use the information to see if the children know more and remember more.  
Equal Opportunities / Gifted and talented and Inclusion Statement
This school is committed to working towards equal opportunities in all aspects of school life. All resources used will support this commitment. History is accessible to all pupils through a variety of teaching methods including discussion, art work, use of artefacts and historical visits.
Children will be challenged through questioning and resources, giving them an opportunity to take control of their own learning. The school will provide opportunities for the children to enrich their learning through real life experiences. This will be through school trips, or having relevant visitors into school. The progression grids ensures lessons are pitched appropriately. 
In learning History as they progress through both Key Stages the children will have the opportunity to learn about:

· Changes within living memory

· Nationally or globally significant events beyond living memory

· The lives of significant individuals in the past

· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

· The Viking and Anglo- Saxons up to the time of Edward the Confessor

· A local history study

· A study of a theme of British history beyond 1066

· The achievements of the earliest civilisations

· Ancient Greece

· The study of a non European society that contrasts with British history.
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