Pond Safety – HS-020.

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]



	Towngate Primary Academy
Pond Safety Policy


	Date
	Review Date
	Coordinator
	Nominated Governor

	September 2020
	September 2023
	Headteacher
	Chair of Governors


Introduction

The Governing Body of Towngate Primary Academy intends to offer pupils as rich a learning environment as possible in order to enhance the curriculum. 

Aims

The aims of the Pond Safety Policy are;

· To ensure that the academy grounds are an attractive area for children to play in and so have constructed a academy pond;

· To ensure that pupils have access to this environment, in a safe and controlled way;
To allow children to use the pond as a “hands on” resource to enhance the curriculum as a whole;

· To keep children safe at all times.

Guidelines
· The caretaker will check the pond each morning to ensure that the

pond is safe – checking the fencing, gate lock and paving for hazards. 
· All children in academy are aware that they must not drink the water from

the pond;
· Staff and pupils will wear suitable footwear when working around the

Pond;
· The pond is fenced off and the gate that allows access to it is locked at all times unless a member of staff is using the pond area;

· A sign at the entrance to the academy informs any visitors that there is a pond on site.  There are warning signs on the perimeter fence of the pond that states that ‘only children that are supervised are allowed into the pond area’;

· All children in academy are aware that the pond area is “out of bounds” unless permission is given and children are supervised;

· Children are only allowed into the pond area when accompanied by a permanent member of staff, usually as part of their studies;

· The maximum ratio of children within the pond area is 2 adults to 30 children. i.e. 1 teacher & 1 teaching assistant per class.  Within close proximity of the actual pond itself (approx 2m), a ratio of 1:5 pupils will be required;

· Only 2 children & 1 adult will be permitted onto the viewing platform at any one time;
· If any member of staff is maintaining the pond without the plastic grid,

they must be accompanied by another member of staff;

· In case of emergency, the alarm must be raised with the academy office;

· All staff members are trained in emergency first aid, and there are 3

trained first aiders;
· Children will always wash their hands when they have completed a study session in the pond.

Roles and Responsibilities

Role of the Governing Body, the Governing Body has:

· Appointed a member of staff to be responsible for Health   and Safety;

· Delegated powers and responsibilities to the Principal to ensure all academy personnel and visitors to the academy are aware of and comply with this policy;

· Responsibility for ensuring funding is in place to support this policy;

· Responsibility for ensuring policies are made available to parents;

· Nominated a link governor to visit the academy regularly, to liaise with the coordinator and to report back to the Governing Body;

· Responsibility for the effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation of this policy.

Role of the Principal, the Principal will:

· Ensure all academy personnel, pupils and parents are aware of and comply with this policy;

· Delegate powers to the caretaker to ensure that the academy pond is maintained in a safe condition;

· Monitor the effectiveness of this policy;

· Annually report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this policy.
Role of Academy Personnel - Academy personnel will:

· Comply with all the afore mentioned aspects of this policy;

· Report any concerns about the academy pond;
· Report any defective equipment.

Role of Pupils - Pupils will:

· Be aware of and comply with this policy;

· Report any concerns about the academy pond.

Role of the Academy Council - The Academy Council will be involved in:

· Determining this policy with the Governing Body;

· Discussing improvements to this policy during the academy year;

· Reviewing the effectiveness of this policy with the Governing Body.

Monitoring the Effectiveness of the Policy

The effectiveness of this policy will be reviewed in line with the Policy Review Overview document, or when the need arises, and the necessary recommendations for improvement will be made to the governors.

Risk assessment completed – see appendix one. 
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